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From The East
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Brethren,

Something you can do TODAY!!

| just love it when the universe aligns and all forces
are moving in the same direction. In recent months
I've discussed the need for Masonry to be relevant in
our communities and how important it is to have a
greater purpose. Just this month I've had discussions
with a friend whose job it has been for several years
to identify and help at-risk children in the Antioch/Bay
Point area. He talked about how difficult and
frustrating his job has been. My own past experience
with a group home in Sacramento gave me a worm’s-
eye view of just how troubled and tumultuous the
future of our country could be if we don’t do
something to re-enfranchise the lost children.

What is needed is some sort of coordinated effort to
identify the at-risk population as early as possible —
people in the trenches who are trained to spot the
signs of trouble before the kid ends up on the 11:00
news or in some clock tower with an automatic
weapon. Perhaps a program designed to identify and
train teachers and counselors who could take on the
roll  of recognizing future troublemakers and
intervening. Wouldn't it be so very, very great if we as
Masons could have a hand in this critically important
work?

It would be great indeed. So great in fact that the
California Masonic Foundation has established just
such a program and YOU have the opportunity to
bring it to educators in the east bay and Contra Costa
area! It's called MSAP - The Masonic Student
Assistance Program and they have come to us to ask
for our assistance in promoting it in our neighborhood
— your neighborhood.

For those of you unfamiliar with MSAP, let me give
you a few of the particulars from MSAP literature:

Behavior issues are often symptoms of a bigger
problem. Because students in distress may not ask for
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Sept. 1st: Stated Meeting & Dinner
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Sept. 14th: Constitutional Observance at
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See Page Three

help, it falls to their teachers to read the signs and
intervene before it’s too late.

MSAP is an innovative three-day workshop that builds
educators’ skills in identifying at-risk students and
providing appropriate guidance.

MSAP helps good teachers be even better by training
them to work as MSAP teams. The MSAP approach
considers the child as a whole, identifying all the
factors that might contribute to the student’s behavior
or inability to learn. The team collaboration is what
leads to a solution, giving the troubled students a
greater chance of staying in school and becoming
productive members of society.

MSAP workshops are scheduled to be held in various
regions throughout California. The fee for the training
is completely underwritten by the California Masonic
Foundation. School districts are responsible only for
providing substitutes for participating teachers,
administrators and counselors.

Brethren, THIS is something Masons do that is making
a difference.

» Students referred to student assistance programs
show improved attendance, a decrease in discipline
problems, and a positive academic promotion and
graduation after their referral and intervention.

» Two out of three referred students improved and
stabilized their attendance.

» Approximately seven out of ten referred were either
promoted or graduated from high school.
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From the East ... Continued

» Two out of three referred showed positive behavior
changes and a reduction in suspensions.

My brothers, we're not talking about the kids at Sleepy
Hollow elementary or Bentley Academy in Orinda or
about kids at De La Salle in Concord. And yet we're
also not talking just about kids in Richmond and Bay
Point. We have at-risk kids at Ygnacio Valley High
adjacent to the Trader Joe’s shopping center on Oak
Grove Rd and only a stones throw from De La Salle.
There are kids at risk in every community due to
single-parent or dual-income households, due to
drugs and due to destructive influences that affect
children in Alamo just as in Compton or Hunter’s
Point. Maybe we don’t see it to the same degree in
Walnut Creek and Lafayette as in poorer and blighted
areas, but that is due as much to the ability of
wealthier parents to cover-up the bad behaviors as to
an absence of trouble. Don’t be lulled into a false
sense of security; this problem exists everywhere.

And now we as Masons have a chance to do
something about it, something our government has
been unable to do because of the unwieldy and
intractable bureaucracy that is the public sector. To
truly do something that will have impact requires the
dedication and professionalism that only the private
sector can bring.

The California Masonic Foundation, sponsor of the
MSAP workshops, is a charitable trust whose mission
furthers the education of young people, from
kindergarten through college. Since its establishment
in 1970 the foundation has helped thousands of
students improve their lives through education and
intellectual growth.

You can join me in bringing a three-day MSAP
workshop to our area in 2010 by making a contribution
today. I'm not asking you to do anything that I'm not
doing. I'm not a wealthy man and | drive a 25-year-old
car, and yet | am, TODAY, writing a check for $100 to
the California Masonic Foundation, and | ask each of
you to do the same and more if you can. Make your
check payable to The California Masonic Foundation
(write “MSAP” in the memo field) and bring it to lodge
or send it to:

The California Masonic Foundation
1111 California Street
San Francisco, CA 94108-2284

To find out more about the California Masonic Foundation
and MSAP, visit www.freemason.org/resources and
www.freemason.org/foundation

Constitutional Observance
At Oakland Scottish Rite

Oakland Scottish Rite has extended an invitation to all
Masons and non-Masons, our youth organizations and
Eastern Star Members for dinner and a program on Monday
evening, September 14th.

Social: 5:30PM

Dinner: 6:00PM

Program to Follow
Cost: $12 with Reservations
(510) 451-1903

The program will include a keynote speech by noted Bay
Area television personality Fred LaCosse.

¥ *

Masons Who Signed the
U.S. Constitution '

The influence of Freemasons on the founding of the United
States is well documented. A third of the signors to the
Constitution were Masons. We pause to remember their
contribution to our country:

Abraham Baldwin, Georgia
Gunning Bedford, Jr., Delaware
John Blair, Virginia
David Brearley, New Jersey
Jacob Broom, Delaware
Daniel Carroll, Maryland
Jonathan Dayton, New Jersey
John Dickinson, Delaware
Benjamin Franklin, Pennsylvania
Nicholas Gilman, New Hampshire
Rufus King, Massachusetts
James McHenry, Maryland
William Paterson, New Jersey

George Washington, Virginia

' Masonic Membership of the Signers of the Constitution of
the United States, published by the Masonic Service
Association, and written by Bro. Ronald E. Heaton. It was
originally published in 1962, reprinted in 1986
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Ten Master Masons

Author Unknown

Ten Master Masons, happy, doing fine;
One listened to a rumor, then there were nine.

Nine Master Masons, faithful, never late;
One didn't like the "Master," then there were eight.

Eight Master Masons, on their way to heaven;
One joined too many clubs, then there were seven.

Seven Master Masons, life dealt some hard licks;
One grew discouraged, then there were six.

Six Master Masons, all very much alive;
One lost his interest, then there were five.

Five Master Masons, wishing there were more;
Got into a great dispute, then there were four.

Four Master Masons, busy as could be;
One didn't like the programs, then there were three.

Three Master Masons, was one of them you?
One grew tired of all the work, then there were two.

Two Master Masons with so much to be done;
One said "What's the use," then there was one.

One Master Mason, found a brother -- true!
Brought him to the Lodge, then there were two.

Two Master Masons didn't find work a bore;
Each brought another, then there were four.

Four Master Masons saved their Lodge's fate;
By showing others kindness, then there were eight.

Eight Master Masons, loving their Lodges bright
sheen;
Talked so much about it, they soon counted sixteen.

Sixteen Master Masons, to their obligations true;
Were pleased when their number went to thirty-two.

So we can't put our troubles at the Lodge's door;
It's our fault for harming the Lodge we adore.

Don't fuss about the programs or the "Master" in the
East;
Keep your obligation by serving even the very least.

Are YOU the Brother True?

We are richly blessed at Acalanes Fellowship. We are
blessed to have an active and growing membership.
We are blessed to have a few brothers who work
tirelessly on our events and keep the Lodge running.
We are blessed to have an Officers Corps who
delivers majestic ritual through their study and
practice. We are blessed to have YOU as a member
of our Lodge.

We have reached the point in our Masonic Year when
our attentions turn to the Installation of a new Officers
Corps in just a few short months. Have YOU thought
about participating in our Officers Corps? Or perhaps
you have the time and energy to help shoulder some
of the burden of the Brothers who keep the lodge up
and running. Call our Master, Dennis Rodgers, or our
Treasurer, Stephen Galop, to explore the possibility.
It just might be one of your most rewarding
undertakings!







ng Assoc. calendar is maintained on our web-site in
with links to the calendars of Orinda and Bay Cities Lodg

Be sure to consult the calendar for degrees and event
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Moving? Remember to give us your new addr ess!
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